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MATERIALS DEVELOPMENT FOR LANGUAGE EDUCATION

Credits: 30

Prerequisites

Satisfies admission criteria.

Completion of Module 1: From Key Principles to Best Practice (although in exceptional circumstances —
e.g. a requirement from the student’s employer — a student might be permitted to study for this module
prior to studying for Module 1).

Learning Outcomes:
On completion of this module students will:

e Be critically aware of the theories of language acquisition and language pedagogy which are
potentially applicable to materials development;

e Be able to develop and apply principled criteria for the evaluation and adaptation of language learning
materials;

e Be able to demonstrate expertise in the different aspects of materials development (e.g. text selection
and exploitation, the writing of instructions, the use of illustrations, the design and lay out of a unit etc);

e Be able to work both independently and in a team to produce a variety of different types of effective
language learning materials;

e Be able to justify the principles, objectives and procedures of materials which they produce;

e Be able to make their own contribution to the field of materials development.

Assessment:
1.A portfolio containing:

e A criterion referenced evaluation of a unit of materials in relation to a specified context;
e A criterion referenced adaptation of a unit of materials for a specified context;
e A review article to be submitted to a professional journal.

(50%)

2 The production of a unit of materials together with a theoretical rationale justifying the
principles, objectives and procedures of the materials.
(50%)

Indicative Curriculum Content:

Second language acquisition
Language teaching pedagogy
Needs analysis

Materials evaluation

Materials adaptation
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» Materials editing
> Materials design
> Materials writing



